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As of December 2016, there exist 511 Confucius Institutes all over the world. The author visited 
and had interviews with persons concerned at each of the 14 domestic Confucius Institutes as 
well as some other institutes located in other countries. Based on the information collected and 
perceptions gleaned on those occasions, this paper looks back upon how the Chinese 
government has carried out its policies and practices concerning the use of Confucius Institutes 
to disseminate Chinese language and culture internationally for a little more than ten recent 
years. It also tries to analyze and clarify the underlying political intentions and problems as 
objectively as possible in light of some viewpoints including: (1) the organizational 
management and function, (2) the quality assurance of teachers, (3) the relationship with the 
host universities, and (4) the degree of influence through teaching contents. It goes as far as to 
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 2008 456  
 2009 399  
 2010 440  
 2011 332  
 2012 314  
 2014 http://www.moe.gov.cn/
jyb_xwfb/gzdt_gzdt/s5987/201503/t20150318_186395.html 2017 1 6  
 2016 4 15  
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www.moe.gov.cn/jyb_zzjg/moe_187/moe_410/moe_458/tnull_7328.html 
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